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ANNCR: 

PRESIDENT CARTER'S COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY LEGISLATION HAS BFEN 
STALLED IN A HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE BECAUSE OF A DEAD 
LOCK OVER CONTROL OF THE PRICE OF NATURAL GAS. VOA'S LARRY 
LESUEUR HAS SOME OBSERVATIONS ON ITS PROSPECTS. 

VOICE: 

PRICE CONTROLS ON NATURAL GAS AND TAXES ON ENERGY ARE 
CONSIDERED TWO KEY ELEMENTS OF THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL ENERGY 
PLAN. THE THREE OTHER SEGMENTS OF HIS COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY 
PACKAGE, ALREADY HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE THAT IS SEEKING TO RECONCILE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE. THEY 
DEAL WITH ENERGY CONSERVATION, CONVERSION OF INDUSTRIAL PLANTS 
FROM OIL TO COAL AND REFORM OF THE SYSTEM OF RATES THAT POWER 
COMPANIES CHARGE TO CUSTOMERS. THESE MEASURES ALONE, IF ADOPTED, 
COULD REDUCE OIL IMPORT DEMAND BY AN ESTIMATED ONE AND A HALF 
MILLION BARRELS A DAY BY 1985. 

THE ADMINISTRATION ALREADY HAS STARTED TO BUILD UP THE 
STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE. THIS STORAGE PROGRAM BEGAN WITH 
A RELATIVE SMALL AMOUNT LAST YEAR AND WILL CONTINUE FROM FIVE 
TO SEVEN YEARS UNTIL AN ESTIMATED ONE THOUSAND MILLION BARREL 
SUPPLY REDUCES THE NATION'S VULNERABILITY TO FOREIGN EMBARGOES. 
UNDER EMERGENCY SHARING AGREEMENTS, THIS RESERVE WILL BE 
IMPORTANT TO OTHER COUNTRIES AS WELL AS TO THE UNITED STATES. 
IN ADDITION, PRIVATE UTILITY COMPANIES HAVE NOTED SOME SIGNS 
OF A CHANGE IN U.S. ENERGY-USE PATTERNS, REPRESENTING VOLUNTARY 


CUTBACKS IN ENERGY CONSUMPTION BY CITIZENS, INDEPENDENT OF ANY 
GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS, 
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THESE ACHIEVEMENTS DO NOT DIMINISH THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'! 
DESIRE FOR CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL ENERGY PLAN, 
BUT DELAY IN CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL IS ALMOST INEVITABLE WHEN 
THERE ARE DECIDED DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HOUSE AND SENATE VERSIONS 
OF ANY BILL. IN THE CASE OF THE PRESIDENT'S ENERGY PACKAGE, 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES VOTED TO CONTINUE PRICE CONTROLS 
OVER NATURAL GAS SUPPLIES WHILE THE SENATE VOTED TO END SUCH 
REGULATION, ON THE THEORY THAT HIGHER PRICES AND PROFITS 

WILL STIMULATE THE SEARCH FOR MORE SOURCES OF NATURAL GAS. 
THAT, OF COURSE, IS COMPLICATED ENOUGH. BUT THE SITUATION WAS 
MADE MORE COMPLEX BY THE FACT THAT THE DEMOCRATS ON THE SENATE 
DELEGATION TO THE CONFERENCE ARE SPLIT EVENLY BETWEEN TWO POINTS 
OF VIEW, AND THUS FAR THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GET A MAJORITY 
FOR EITHER POSITION, THE DEEPLY-HELD CONVICTIONS ON BOTH SIDES 
GO DEEPER THAN POLITICAL LOYALTIES; THEY REPRESENT EMOTIONAL 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF STATES WHICH PRODUCE 
ENERGY AND THOSE WHICH USE IT. CONGRESSIONAL DEADLOCKS USUALLY 
END IN COMPROMISE AND NOT IN ABANDONMENT OF THE LEGISLATION. 

BUT IN THE ENERGY BILL SITUATION, IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT 
CONGRESS NOW FEELS ALMOST COMPELLED TO MOVE TO OTHER ISSUES SUCH 
AS THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES RATIFICATION, WHICH WILL IS LIKELY 
TO DISTRACT THE DEADLOCKED MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE-SENATE ENERGY 
CONFERENCE, 
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